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Co-operation within the framework of EU-instruments si nce 1995

SR + AT are equivalent partners! – same
rules apply
Joint projects (participation of both sides)

European Territorial Co-operation –
ETC

2007-2013

SR + AT defined in 2000 Joint 
Programme (with joint priorities) but until
2004 SR implemented projects under
PHARE CBC 
Key factor: accession -> SR participated
in SF logic � Implementation of real joint
projects and mirror projects

2000-2003:
INTERREG IIIA for AT
PHARE CBC for SR

2004-2006 INTERREG IIIA 

2000-2006

„border programmes“ and implementation
of border projects

Instruments were implemented
separately; PHARE CBC was not
following SF-logic but
Contacts organised; structures set up 

Interreg II (Community Initiative) –
for AT as Member State

PHARE Cross-Border-
Cooperation – for SR as pre-
accession

1995 -1999

Instruments (Programme labelling)Periods

F
rom

border
to jointcross-border

projects
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16%

81%

Convergence

Regional Competitiveness and Employment 

European Territorial Cooperation 

EU-Cohesion Policy – financial framework

Cohesion Policy for 2007-2013 - total: around 347 billio n €

2,5%
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Financial resources

2000-2006

INTERREG:  4,9 Bn € (EU 15)
+ 0,5 Bn € (EU 10)

Cross-Border (IIIA) 3,4 Bn €*

Transnational (IIIB) 1,0 Bn €*

IR IIIC + network 0,4 Bn €*   
* Estimate

2007-2013

European Territorial Co-operation: 
8,70 BN € (EU 27)

Cross-Border: 6,44 BN € (74%)

Transnational: 1,83 BN € (21%)

Inter+Network: 0,44 BN € (5%)

PHARE CBC

INTERREG / ERDF 59,937,15,5

23,9 
(2000-2003)

13,0

2007-20132000-20061995-1999

EU-contribution in AT-SR co-operation programmes (mi llion €)



P1 Learning region and 
economic ompetitiveness

P2 Accessibility and 
sustainable development

Build an innovation and knowledge-based CB 
economy, based on cultural heritage and social 

inclusion

Develop the region’s natural attractiveness, its 
accessibility and infrastructure based on the princ iple 

of environmental sustainability

Lisbon 
objectives

Gothenburg 
objectives

Build a border region with vital, knowledge-based re gional 
economies, socially and environmentally attractive,  playing a 

significant role among European metropolitan region s

Full exploitation of processes and approaches leadi ng to advanced 
learning capacity of individuals, communities and r egions

Economic growth while 
pursuing a socially 

inclusive development 
path and environmental 

quality

Mobilise relevant actors from 
public and private sectors

Intensify and enhance the quality 
of cooperation between partners

National and regional strategies

European

National/

Regional

Strategies

OP:

Strategic 

objective

OP:

Specific 

objectives

OP: Priorities

OP:

Priority 

objectives

Objective tree of the Austrian-Slovak cross-border cooperation for 2007-2013



Framework – main challenges

2000-2006

� Community Initiative INTERREG IIIA

� EU-rules for program management and 
implementing structures

� rules for eligibility on EU level               

� N+2 rule

� 7% for TA

� LPP: not obligatory

� inconsistent framework for co-operation 
programs

� Contribution of EU-funds: ceiling in AT: 
50%; in SR: 75%

2007-2013
� Objective 3 Cross-Border
� New: Strategic Guidelines on EU-level; national strategic

frameworks
� Programming: Operational Programme
� Co-financing on the basis of total costs (for programmes with NMS)
� Modifications in the context of management
� Rules for eligibility on national level
� improvements within framework for co-operation programmes 

2007-2013

� Objective 3 European Territorial Co-
operation - Cross-Border

� Modifications in the context of management 
and implementing structures

� Some rules for eligibility on EU-level; 
joint  rules defined on programme level

� N+3 rule for 2007-2010; then N+2 will apply

� 6% for TA

� LPP obligatory! – most relevant modification 
within our programs

� improvements within framework for co-
operation programs

� Contribution of EU-funds: ceiling up to 85%
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Thank you for your attention!


